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Dear Head Teacher,

As you may know the Children and Families Act 2014 now means there is a duty on schools to make arrangements to support children with medical conditions such as Type 1 diabetes. 

The detail of these arrangements is contained in statutory guidance called Supporting pupils at school with medical conditions. All maintained schools, academies and free schools must now meet the duty and follow the statutory guidance.

You can find the guidance online at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/supporting-pupils-at-school-with-medical-conditions--3
There are several key things governors and heads must be aware of:

· Schools will need to have a medical conditions policy that states how the school will support children with medical conditions.

· Individual Healthcare Plans for children with medical conditions will need to be tailored to a child’s particular needs and agreed by the school, parents, the child (if appropriate) and the relevant healthcare professional.

· Sufficient staff must be trained to support children with medical conditions and all relevant staff should be aware of a child’s condition and understand the child’s Individual Healthcare Plan.

· The guidance includes a list of unacceptable practices, such as preventing children from accessing immediate treatment and excluding children with medical conditions from any part of school life, such as residential trips.

Lots of schools are doing a great job of looking after children with Type 1 diabetes. But school staff are under more pressure than ever. So to help schools meet the duty and successfully support children with Type 1 diabetes, Diabetes UK has created new resources available for free from their website.

You can find a sample Individual Healthcare Plan, template Medical Conditions Policy, information on supporting children with diabetes in school, more detail on the new legal responsibilities, tools for trips and exams, handy presentations for students and staff and a raft of student videos video showing their perspective on life at school with Type 1 diabetes.

You can also order or download a FREE Type 1 diabetes at school: School pack which offers more advice, tips and tools in supporting children with Type 1 diabetes.

You can find all this at www.diabetes.org.uk/schools
If you have any questions about supporting children with Type 1 diabetes in school then you can contact Diabetes UK’s Care in School Helpline by ringing 0345 123 2399 or emailing helpline@diabetes.org.uk.

I hope you find this information useful and please do let me know if you have any concerns about implementing the statutory guidance.

Yours sincerely
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